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Important Upcoming Dates 

Pre-Law Day  Thursday, October 7, 2010 

Student Union Building 58 West 

11:30-12:30 The Faculty Report (Room 2704) 

12:30-2:30 Law School Representatives (Room 3704) 

*** 

Fall On-Campus Board of Advisors Luncheon 

Wednesday October 20, 2010 

12:00 Noon, Building 58 West, Room 3704 

All New Members Invited 
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Coming Up…Coming Up…Coming Up…   
Join us for Pre-Law Day 
 

The Pre-Law Program and Career Services will host the Annual Pre-Law Day event on Thurs-
day, October 7, 2010, from 11:00am-2:00 pm. The event will include representatives from law 
schools across Florida and around the nation, as well as Guest Panelists. The event is a great 
opportunity to learn about applying to law school and hear advice from individuals working in 
the legal field.  We look forward to your attendance. 
 
   

Pre-Law Luncheon 
 

The fall 2010 on-campus luncheon will take place on Wednesday, October 20, 
2010 at 12:00 noon in the Student Union, Building 58, Room 3704.  New students 
are invited to attend, as well as veteran members of the program.  We look for-
ward each fall semester to hosting this luncheon where students have the opportu-
nity to meet with members of the judiciary and the local legal community.  There 
are usually several faculty and other board members present to meet with students 
and to share their experiences.   

   

Last Semester...Last Semester...Last Semester...   
Pre-Law Endowed Scholarships 
 

Congratulations to our scholarship winners!  During the spring 2010 semester, the Pre-Law Pro-
gram awarded two scholarships.  The first scholarship, in the amount of $1500, was awarded to 
graduating Senior Charlotte Austin, the second scholarship was awarded to Junior, Adam Row-
ley, in the amount of $1000.  Pre-Law Endowed Scholarships are awarded each spring semes-
ter.  During the April Board of Advisors Luncheon candidates each make a three minute presen-
tation after which the Board selects the finalist. This year we hope to again award two scholar-
ships. Scholarship applications will be available in January 2011 at the Pre-Law Program Of-
fices, Building 51, Rooms 2117& 2118. 
   
   

Educator of the Year Award 
   

Friday April 23, 2010, Martin Edwards, Director 
of the Pre-Law Program and Senior Instructor in 
the Department of Political Science and Public 
Administration, was awarded “Educator of the 
Year for 2009-2010.” A plaque honoring Mr. Ed-
wards was presented by outgoing Student Govern-
ment President John Barnes at the Student Gov-
ernment Banquet.  Also pictured is Joseph Flow-
ers, professor of English who was also selected by 
Student Government as “Educator of the Year.” 



 

4 UNF Pre-Law Magazine 

 

Pre Law Scholarships 

 

Charlotte Austin (Left) received a $1500 
scholarship and Adam Rowley (Right) 

received a $1000 scholarship.  Con-
gratulations to both recipients! 

SPRING 
2010 AWARDS 

 

Finalists are selected during the 
spring off-campus Board of Advi-
sors Luncheon.    Board members 
look forward to this meeting each 

year and are always impressed  
with our candidates. 

 

The law firm of Holland & 
Knight hosted the spring Off-

Campus Board luncheon.  Hol-
land & Knight have been ex-

tremely supportive of the UNF 
Pre-Law Program and two of our 
graduates, Greg Williamson and 
Chris Schwing have been Associ-

ates with the firm. 

 

Attorney Barry Sinoff and Judge Brent Shore Graduates: Jenna Strom, passed the Florida 
Bar July 2010  and Angel Kalafatas who 

assists Mr. Edwards with Mock Trial  

Graduates: Jim Porter and Casey Ratch-
ford both  are practicing attorneys who 
attended Washington & Lee Law 
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My Step 1 towards Pursuing a J.D. with a 
Concentration in International Law:  
Studying Abroad in Alicante, Spain 
By Meredith Hough 

 

This past spring semester I seized the opportunity to study abroad in 
Alicante, Spain through the UNF Coggin College of Business ex-
change program. I enrolled in three International Business courses 
and one Intensive Spanish course at the Universidad de Alicante. 
The trip was not a requirement of my major, Business Management; 
rather, I chose to study abroad to determine if it would be wise to 
study the specific field of international law in law school. I later 
referred to my trip as “My Step 1 towards Pursuing a J.D. with a 
Concentration in International Law.”  

 

My love of travel, culture, and change are some of the reasons why I started considering narrow-
ing my interest in law to international law studies. As a current senior attending UNF, most peo-
ple probably think that this is incredibly early to be deciding on a specialized area of study for 
law school. After all, the first year law student’s schedule is usually designed with a variety of 
courses in different fields of law to help them discover which areas they would like to further 
study, including whether or not they wish to enroll in a certificate program.  

 

However, I believe that the decision to concentrate in one specific type of law can have an ex-
treme impact on a law student’s future and therefore may require more time than the normal des-
ignated first year of study to decide. Moreover, a student’s interests can quickly change and their 
previous decision to specialize in a field of law may not seem as attractive when approaching a 
potentially narrowed job market. If a student cannot be certain that their interest in a particular 
field of law will remain the same indefinitely, it may not be a smart decision to choose a concen-
tration/certificate program. I decided to benefit from my early interest and gain as much knowl-
edge and experience as possible before stepping into my first year of law school.  

 

 Assuming that I become an international lawyer, there will be a strong chance that I will be re-
quired to travel and possibly live in a country outside the United States. As much as I have al-
ways enjoyed visiting other countries in the past and felt that it should be an element in my ca-
reer, I had never actually lived abroad. I realized that before I could even think about pursuing a 
certificate in international law, I would need to learn if I could happily and successfully live 
abroad.  

 

By taking this six month trip to Alicante, I wanted to challenge myself and accomplish a variety 
of personal goals. I also had a lot of important questions I needed answers to, such as: What are  

 
(Continued on page 6) 
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the challenges of living abroad? How is life in a place where you do not understand the main 
language? Can I adapt to the living conditions? How will I cope with not seeing friends and 
family as often as usual? Am I able to communicate without knowing the commonly spoken 
language? Can I quickly pick up a foreign language? How does my body deal with excessive 
traveling? Can I handle possible new safety issues?   

 

It surprised me how quickly the six months in Alicante flew by. I 
also had the chance to take a three week backpacking trip through 
Spain, France, and Italy. I thoroughly enjoyed my entire stay in 
Europe and learned more about myself than I had imagined possible 
in such a short amount of time. I was able to answer all of the ques-
tions I had regarding living abroad and can now say with great con-
fidence that I would like to pursue a career in international law. 
Without this trip I probably would not have had enough experience 
and knowledge about myself in the international environment to 
feel secure with the decision to pursue a concentration in interna-
tional law studies.  

 

I am currently working on “My Step to 2 towards Pursuing a J.D. with a Concentration in Inter-
national Law,” which is the process of applying to law school. Two schools that I am interested 
in are University of Florida’s Levin College of Law and Florida State University’s College of 
Law. Both colleges offer phenomenal international law certificates/concentrations. Some of the 
features of the UF program include requiring students to participate in an ABA approved for-
eign law study abroad program as well as complete 18 credits in international or foreign law 
courses (http://www.law.ufl.edu). FSU offers a variety of international law courses and supports 
a summer abroad program at Oxford (http://www.law.fsu.edu).   

 

While I had a specific purpose for my trip, the fact is that all pre-law students can benefit from 
studying abroad. Not only does it offer a great opportunity for students to challenge themselves 

and figure out who they truly are before entering law 
school; it will also help them in their future careers in law. 
Globalization is happening and not just in the business 
world. Events and decisions outside the United States are 
beginning to have an increasing impact on our legal envi-
ronment. Having experience abroad will give students a 
greater understanding of the future impact of globalization 
on our current legal system which could give them an 
edge on their future competition.  

 

 

Studying Abroad in Alicante, Spain     By Meredith Hough 
(Continued from page 5) 
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Getting Involved... 
UNF Mock Trial 

A new season brings new prospects  
and aspirations 

By Ryan Daniello 

As the dawn of a new school year rises, so does the new season for UNF Mock Trial. 
The new case is released and the eager minds of young aspiring law students are preparing for 
competition. This year we encounter a civil case, in which a young boy swallowed some beads 
from a bracelet and suffered harmful effects due to high concentrations of deadly chemicals that 
the beads contained. 

 Each year UNF’s Mock Trial Team becomes greater physically and mentally. We have 
many students, new and returning, ready to grow and learn together. Our mission this season is 
Nationals. Last year our teams were presented with two awards: All Regional Attorney went to 
Adam Rowley, and All Regional Witness went to Patrick Arnold. As a team, we barely missed 
being presented with an opening rounds bid and this year we intend to exceed last year’s results 
and go to Nationals. With the high caliber of students we had last year, combined with some 
new faces, and coaching by Jeremy Kespohl, I foresee this to be a great season! 

 To prepare for our goal, we have invitationals scheduled with the University of Florida 
and Kennesaw State University. These will be a great opportunity for our teams to try out 
theme/theory ideas and polish courtroom etiquette for when we go to regional tournament in 
spring. 

 As far as other events go, UNF Mock Trial will be hosting our 2nd Annual Benefit Din-
ner sometime in the spring semester, and we are working on another event for late fall. Last 
year Our Benefit Performance worked flawlessly. Our guests were able to enjoy dinner catered 
by Longhorn Steakhouse, and a performance by our Mock Trial Teams, we look forward to this 
event and will let everyone know the exact details as they are solidified. 

 As the newly elected President of the UNF Mock Trial Organization, I am excited to see 
what the new year will bring us! Each year it seems we learn a little more about ourselves and 
become better because of it. We like to think of ourselves as a family in Mock Trial and as it 
grows, we as students grow, along with all of the amazing people that have supported us from 
the beginning. Thanks to everyone for their hard work and support and let’s have a great year! 

Sincerely, 

Ryan Daniello 

UNF Mock Trial Organization 

President 

Meetings are at 6pm on Monday nights.  

To contact me, the email is UNFMockTrial@gmail.com.  

mailto:UNFMockTrial@gmail.com�
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Getting Involved... 
Pre Law Student Society 
                                                                          By Kristen Schanze, President 

 Hello! My name is Kristen Schanze and I am the current President 
of the UNF Pre-Law Student Society.  Our goal, as a club, is to get stu-
dents involved in campus life, but even more important than that, to get 
them involved in their own futures.  A problem that I have been seeing 
with students since I have been at UNF is their disregard for the impor-
tance of getting involved, especially in the field of Law.  I have been very 
fortunate to have met Mr. Martin Edwards who has stressed to me as well as all of his other stu-
dents the importance of networking and initiative.  Since meeting Mr. Edwards, my life has 
changed dramatically in that I am very much involved in UNF campus life and also off campus 
opportunities in the Law field.   

When I first came to UNF I was a very quiet and shy person.  I didn’t get involved in 
things, and I really just sat on the sidelines in class.  I was under the impression that good 
grades would be enough to get me into law school, but I was wrong.  I always knew that I 
wanted to go to Law School, but I had no idea the effort it would take.  Mr. Edwards explained 
to me that a good lawyer is not shy, and that if I wanted to be successful in the field, I was go-
ing to have to step out of my shell, and take some initiative in my own future.  Since then, I 
have competed with the UNF Mock Trial Team as an attorney for the past two years, I am in 
my second term as President of the UNF Pre-Law Student Society, I interned over Spring se-
mester in the Worthless Checks Division at the State Attorney’s Office, and since then, I have I 
have been placed in the Homicide Major Crimes Division.  My point here is that I see so many 
people around campus who are heading in the direction of Law School, but they either don’t 
want to get involved, or “don’t have time.”  It is so important to take advantage of every oppor-
tunity that is handed to you, and that is a message that I hope to spread this year on campus.  
Success starts with initiative.   

That leads me to the Pre-Law Student Society.  This year, we will be approaching things 
a bit differently.  There are meetings scheduled for twice a month; one on a Tuesday, and one 
on a Wednesday.  Monthly, these Tuesday or Wednesday meetings will alternate between being 
at 4pm or 9pm.  This way, every student will have the opportunity to make at least one meeting 
a month depending on what their schedule is.  We are aiming to have at least two field trips to 
go out into the field and get experience that way.  At least one of those trips will be to see a 
criminal trial at the Duval County Courthouse.  We also want to have between one and two so-
cials in which students interested in Law can come together in a laid back environment and net-
work with one another and just have fun!  Also, if we can get enough attendees to our meetings, 
we would like to have some guest speakers come and speak to our group.  We did this last year 
with two attorneys, and it was very successful, educational, and as always, a great way to net-
work.   

We welcome all those who are interested in law to our meetings this year.  We are going 
to make them as beneficial as possible to the students attending.  I urge all of you to come and 
get involved, and really take some initiative in the goals that you have set for your futures.      
Remember: Success starts with Initiative.     

(Continued on page 15) 
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Arielle Schneider is  currently a Gubernatorial Fellow 
working for Governor Crist.  Her work involves redes-
igning the Independent Living Program for foster care 
children who age out of the system.  Arielle is also au-
diting two law school classes at FSU Law and making 
application for law school.  We congratulate Arielle and 
wish her the very best. 
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Your Mom’s Best Advice Translates Even 
in Law School: Just Be Yourself 
    By Megan Uncel 
I have wanted to go to law school since I was in middle school. I entered 
college with the pre-law state of mind, and never looked back. I took a prep 
class and managed to survive the LSAT. Somehow I finally found my way 
into my first law school class, and now I have completed my first year. And 
believe me—this experience goes by that quickly. Being a 1L is an experi-
ence that you cannot analogize to anything else in the world. No amount of preparation is 
enough. You really just have to jump in with both feet, kick as hard as you can, and make your 
way through it. I can however offer you a few pieces of advice based on what I experienced 
during my first year at Arizona State University. 

I knew I was going to have to study harder than I ever had before and that I would be under an 
enormous amount of pressure. Everyone who has ever been to law school will tell you that time 
management is the key to success. And let me tell you—it is! Learning to prioritize all that you 
need to get done is without a doubt the biggest challenge of being a 1L. Everyone has a differ-
ent way of getting things done. Some people will stay up all night long reading and working so 
that they do not have to work over the weekend. Some people will take it easy during the week 
and do all their work over the weekend to prepare for the following week. The best advice I can 
give you is just to find what works for you—honestly, everyone is different. However, the key 
is to get into a routine—whatever it is—and stick with it. I did not really fall into my routine 
until very late in my first semester, but now that I have it certainly keeps me on track. This is 
what I did: I tried to wake up at the same time every day regardless of what time I had class so 
that my body biologically got used to a schedule. Then, I viewed going to law school as my full 
time job—eight hours a day (or more). If I did not have class until 1:00, I would wake up 
around 8:00 or 9:00 and read until class started. Then, if my classes were all done around 5:00, I 
would stay around at school and read more until about 7:00. Then I had been reading and work-
ing all day long—as if it was my “job”—and I am all caught up for the next day with free time 
during the evening. I refused to read past 11:00 pm. If I did not get everything finished the night 
before, I would rather have gotten up early and finished before class than stayed up late. I made 
it a priority to get rest because the days in law school are extremely long and mentally exhaust-
ing. You must make sure you are well rested—I cannot stress that enough. Also, I found it very 
helpful if I read at least two days in advance. I would read for my Monday class on Saturday, 
for my Tuesday class on Sunday, for my Wednesday class on Monday, and so on. This helped 
because if one reading assignment was exceptionally long, I did not have the pressure and fin-
ishing it all in one night. If I did not quite complete it, I always had that extra night. Staying on 
this schedule really helped me to stay on track. I did not fully dedicate myself to this routine 
until halfway through my first semester, but once I did I never felt overwhelmed. Well, not un-
manageably overwhelmed, at least. 

Also, I was not completely prepared for all of the extracurricular stresses that law school puts 
on you. There is so much emphasis on getting an internship, preparing for on-campus inter-
views, applying to be on a law review journal or a clinic, participating in networking events, 
and doing everything you possibly can do to hustle for some generically revered goal—all 
while trying to acclimate to the brand new law school world. It blew my mind that I was trying 

to write my first 
law school memo 
and I was being 
bombarded with 
emails that the 
deadline for sum-
mer internship 
applications was 
the next day and I 
need an updated 
résumé, cover let 

OUR GRADUATES... 
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Your Mom’s Best Advice Translates Even in Law School: Just Be Yourself 
(continued from page 13) 

 

ter, and three professor references….huh?! It was all very intimidating. I made the huge mistake 
of trying to figure everything out on my own. I scrambled to meet deadlines for things I did not 
necessarily want to do, missed deadlines for things I did want to do, and ended up putting much 
more stress on myself than was necessary. Instead, I wish I would have made an appointment 
with my career counselor, told her what all I was interested in doing, and asked her what steps I 
needed to take to accomplish those things, and only those things—which I ended up doing in 
the long run and found it very helpful. You have to make yourself aware of the opportunities 
out there, but only put your efforts towards the ones that have any kind of personal relevance. 
There is a lot to do in law school, and you have to be very careful not to get in over your head. 
Do not participate in something just because you think you should. Only do the things that you 
want to do. Make law school an individualized experience. Less is definitely more, and quality 
is definitely better than quantity.  

Further on that note, I loved living in Florida as much as the next person and I enjoyed my time 
at UNF very much. I applied to UF and FSU, and I was accepted to both. Both of those school 
are perfectly wonderful, but I decided against staying in-state. I chose to go to Arizona State 
University for a variety of reason. On an individual level, my mother lives in Arizona and I 
wished to be closer to her. However, setting aside that Tempe, Arizona and the surrounding ar-
eas are so amazingly fun and beautiful, Arizona State is one of the fastest rising law schools in 
the country. ASU triumphantly broke Tier 1 status this year (outranking University of Ari-
zona—Go Sundevils!) and has amazing opportunities for its student. I actually am now an As-
sociate Editor on the law review journal dedicated to law, science, and technology called Juri-
metrics which is a one of a kind publication in legal academia. I found that to be a very unique 
attribute and it definitely made me take notice of ASU. More than anything, however, during a 
visit at the law school and speaking with the students, I felt the exact same feeling I got when I 
decided to go to UNF. You will know what feels right for you. Law school is supposed to be a 
challenge both academically and personally. To get the most out of it, you really have to push 
yourself as far as you can go, be humbled a little bit, and be scared a little bit. Going all the way 
to Arizona State forced me to come out of my shell and experience many new things. I had to 
forge a new path for myself and not rely on the familiarity of Florida to be my crutch as I was 
discovering truly what all I was capable of accomplishing in my life. I miss my friends, my so-
rority sisters, and my family too much for words to describe. However, living in a completely 
new and different place is very exciting, and that excitement fuels my desire to get everything I 
possibly can out of this amazing school in this amazing city. I encourage students not to rely on 
staying in Florida as a default. There are unbelievable law school opportunities  out there wait-
ing for you. Do not limit yourself to some arbitrary geographic boundaries. They tell us all the 
time that Ospreys swoop—so broaden your wingspan and see what all is out there. 

And of course, if anyone has any questions whatsoever about law school in general, or about 
ASU, I am more than happy to help. Please email me. I really do love telling people about law 
school! megan.uncel@asu.edu  
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 I am currently a second year law student at the University of New 
Hampshire School of Law. I chose to attend law school in New Hamp-
shire for several reasons. First, my law school class has less than one 
hundred fifty students; the smaller class size made it easier for me to 
transition to law school, as I was not lost in the crowd of a larger institu-
tion.  The smaller class size also made it possible for me to form good 
working relationships with faculty and other students. Also, the school 
gave me a scholarship that could not be matched by other institutions, 
and I have family and friends in the area that help to balance the hectic schedule at school. 

 My first year at law school felt like it would never end, but when I look back it actually 
went very quickly. The assignments require a lot of reading and preparation for class discus-
sion. The time I spend outside of class greatly outweighed the time that I was actually in lec-
ture. The format of a law school class is unlike my classes in undergraduate studies at UNF. 
The questions that the professors ask require not only a recitation of the case facts but also ap-
plication of the law that the court applied. I, at first, dreaded going to class because I was afraid 
of giving the wrong answer. I learned quickly that answering the question and coming to a dif-
ferent conclusion was better than not knowing the facts of the cases or readings assigned. In 
time, my fears faded, but the amount of time I spent reading outside of class always stayed the 
same. 

In addition, most first year classes require legal research and writing. The format of le-
gal writing is different from the format used in a political science or traditional undergraduate 
paper. The feedback that the professors provided to me was helpful, and I constantly learned to 
improve on my writing. It is rare that something I turned in was perfect. I learned to accept this 
as the year went on, and I took advantage of the TA sessions to help me with my citations to 
cases. I don’t think I would like to return to those first memo assignments. Most of my peers 
and I spent long hours working on the memos in the final days before we turned them in. At 
times, it seemed that between work, writing, and reading that I would never make it to the end 
of the first year! 

However, the close-knit group at my school made my time enjoyable. In my free time 
on the weekends, I would go to restaurants. In the warmer weather, I would hike in the moun-
tains of New Hampshire; in the winter, the law school’s ski club made weekly trips to local 
spots for fun. The school provided a lot of extracurricular mixers and parties to provide a fun 
outlet from all of the hard work that we put in during the year. We even had a couple of class 
trips to Boston to see Red Sox games at Fenway Park too. My classmates and I would also go 
down to Boston on the weekend to enjoy time away from school.  

The one thing that I would encourage all first year law students to do is ask for help. 
Most students do not know how to read or prepare for a law school class or exam. This is nor-

(Continued on page 15) 

My First Year Of Law School 
In New Hampshire 
 By Michael Buscemi 

OUR GRADUATES... 
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mal. Find other second and third year law students and ask them what techniques worked for 
them. Go to the library and see if the professor has previous exams on file so you can learn 
what a law school exam will actually look like for a particular class. This will help make the 
time that is spent studying and outlining more effective. Also, organize your time effectively 
and be prepared to work more than you did in undergraduate studies. 

Finally, law school will be scary at times. There are many unknowns and it is difficult to 
balance the work and daily life responsibilities at times. Sometimes, friends and family not in 
law school do not understand the commitment that is needed to do the work. In time, the work 
becomes routine and it does become easier. Find a school and environment that you feel com-
fortable in, as you will be spending three years at this one school and probably spending a lot of 
money on tuition. Make sure it’s the right fit and go to your first year with an open mind; know 
that you will be challenged. The hard work pays off in the end and the work does become eas-
ier! 

  

My First Year Of Law School In New Hampshire  
  By Michael Buscemi 
(Continued from page 14) 

Pre Law Student Society                   
   By Kristen Schanze, President 
(Continued from page 8) 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact any of the PLSS offi-
cers: 

(President) Kristen Schanze: (904) 923-6928; schk0038@unf.edu  

(Vice President) Shefa Saulat: (904) 505-3871; (email on Bb) 

(Treasurer) Alexis Ray: (904) 612-2247; (email on Bb) 

(Secretary) Kim Kibo: (904) 982-9134; k.kibo@unf.edu 

(Marketing Director): (904) 887-8886; Bri.c@hotmail.com 

(Mock Trial Liaison) Ryan Daniello: (561) 301-0621  

  Meeting Schedule:   

*There will be 2 meetings added to these: 

 September 1st @ 9pm in Student Union #3805 

 September 21st @ 4pm in Student Union #3805 

 October 13th @ 4pm in Student Union #3804 

 November 30th @4pm in Student Union #3805 
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 Attend UNF Pre-Law Day in the Fall  

 Attend UNF Pre-Law Forum in the Spring 

 Begin studying for the LSAT (study for at least 
3-5 months in advance of test) 

 Register for June LSAT, if ready 

 Request letters of recommendation (LOR) 

 Begin researching law schools, asking about each 

Fall of Senior Year 

 Order official tran-
scripts 

 Make sure LORs are 
submitted 

 Finalize personal state-
ment 

Spring of Senior Year 

 Take LSAT in June, if ready 

 Check the status of your LORs 

 Begin writing Personal Statement; speak to Pre-
Law Program Director, M. Edwards, about help 
with  Personal Statement 

 Review law school choices once LSAT scores 
come in 

Personal Statement 

 Personal Statements vary according to law school: The University of Florida, for instance, requests stu-
dents submit an “Academic Statement”  in addition to a short “Diversity Statement.” Other schools like stu-
dents to tell unique personal stories. Check with each law school for specific guidelines. 

 Ask for help writing and editing your statement: Ask  the Pre-Law Program Director about Dr. Luyster, a 
Pre-Law Board  member with a PhD in English and a JD,  who  helps students brainstorm and edit their state-
ments.  

Letters of Recommendation 

 Ask early: Students often ask too late into the semester for letters of recommendation, long after profes-
sors have already agreed to write letters for other students. 

 Ensure good letters: Ask professors who have instructed you in multiple classes and ones who know you aca-
demically. A professor from a class in which you performed poorly would not necessarily be the best writer 
of your letter regardless of their prestige. 

LSAT 

Resume 

 Pick a goal: Find out from law schools their LSAT ranges to help you decide what you goal should be 

 Study Effectively: Create a weekly/daily study plan and stick to it.  

 Stay Calm: Don’t let nerves hurt your performance 

 Get involved: Volunteer, work or join a club and stick to it; law schools know when you’re really interested 
and when you’re just filling a resume 

 Talk to the school: some law schools look favorably on certain extracurricular activities; figure this out 
early in your academic career 

 

 

JUNIOR YEAR 

 Contact law schools to see if applications are complete 

 Complete and submit financial aid information 

 Evaluate admissions offers 

 Thank your letter writers and inform them of your 
plans 
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The Pre-Law Program maintains a Resource Center for Program 

 

With a wide array of resource materials including a variety of study aids and advice materials on every-
thing from  LSAT prep, letters of recommendation to information on the first year of law school , the 
Pre-Law Program Resource Center is a great way for students to learn about law school and to prepare 

for all aspects of law school admission for free.  
 

Take the time to practice and prepare! 

Email the Pre-Law Program at prelawprogram.unf@gmail.com to borrow study material 

Do I need to take a LSAT Prep Course to do well on the LSAT? 

“Should a student take one of the commercial LSAT preparation courses? “Arizona State University PreLaw answered this 
question: “Approximately 40% of law school applicants have taken a commercial prep course. Students who have taken 
them report that such courses do familiarize you with the format of the test and reduce your test anxiety.  These students 
also report significant improvement in test scores.  If you choose to take one of these courses, take it as near to the time of 
the actual test as possible. Commercial prep courses are not going to harm you.  On the other hand, if you have real disci-
pline, they do not do anything for you that you cannot do for yourself.” 

Boston College discusses EIGHT COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE LSAT, the second misconception is “The 
LSAT is biased against test takers who cannot afford expensive coaching courses.” In rebuttal, it is stated that “the differ-
ence in mean LSAT scores between those who did and those who did not take a commercial course is about 1 point on the 
120-180 LSAT score scale.” 

Some of the commercial LSAT prep courses available * 
Name    Contact Information     Cost 

Kaplan LSAT Programs  1-800-KAP-TEST; www.kaptest.com   $449-$1,399 

TestMasters   1-800-696-5728; www.testmasters.net   $1450.00 

Knewton LSAT Prep  1-888-563-9866; www.knewton.com   $890.00 

Princeton Review   1-800-2review; www.preincetonreview.com   unable to determine 

Power Score   1-800-545-1750; www.powerscore.com   $350-$1295 

Ace Test Preparation  1-801-318-3051; www.ace180.com/lsat.php   $795.00-$895.00 

Outside LSAT   1-888-750-LSAT; www.OutsideLSAT.com   unable to determine 
* The Pre-Law Program does not endorse or recommend any commercial LSAT prep course. 
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Often students do not do as well on the LSAT as they had hoped and question whether they 
should take the exam a second time.  Law Services has compiled the following data showing 
the average score difference between the two exams.   

Law schools can take the last score, average the scores or take the highest score. You may 
not score higher on a second LSAT, so be prepared before you take the LSAT the first 
time.  Contact Mr. Edwards about a student LSAT study group. 
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	Join us for Pre-Law Day
	The Pre-Law Program and Career Services will host the Annual Pre-Law Day event on Thursday, October 7, 2010, from 11:00am-2:00 pm. The event will include representatives from law schools across Florida and around the nation, as well as Guest Panelists. The event is a great opportunity to learn about applying to law school and hear advice from individuals working in the legal field.  We look forward to your attendance.
	Pre-Law Luncheon
	The fall 2010 on-campus luncheon will take place on Wednesday, October 20, 2010 at 12:00 noon in the Student Union, Building 58, Room 3704.  New students are invited to attend, as well as veteran members of the program.  We look forward each fall semester to hosting this luncheon where students have the opportunity to meet with members of the judiciary and the local legal community.  There are usually several faculty and other board members present to meet with students and to share their experiences.
	Last Semester...
	Pre-Law Endowed Scholarships
	Congratulations to our scholarship winners!  During the spring 2010 semester, the Pre-Law Program awarded two scholarships.  The first scholarship, in the amount of $1500, was awarded to graduating Senior Charlotte Austin, the second scholarship was awarded to Junior, Adam Rowley, in the amount of $1000.  Pre-Law Endowed Scholarships are awarded each spring semester.  During the April Board of Advisors Luncheon candidates each make a three minute presentation after which the Board selects the finalist. This year we hope to again award two scholarships. Scholarship applications will be available in January 2011 at the Pre-Law Program Offices, Building 51, Rooms 2117& 2118.
	Pre Law Scholarships
	Your Mom’s Best Advice Translates Even in Law School: Just Be Yourself
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